
Selborne Village Lost lndu~stries . 
To Become Absorbed By Pt. Stanley 

li'ew in the pre$011 t generation 
are aware 6! tho tact that a liUio 
more tl~an, a n~ilc upstream f?·om 
the' pr·escnt viliaye of Port Sta·r~· 
lev there onco e:clstett a thriV!1t(J 
little COIMrt unitlt l>nowr~ as Bet· 
borrte. Practically no traces rc· 
trtllil~ of tMs 8Cttl6'11tCIH Which 
tll.e tvriter d.c&cr·ibod in n pre· 
vious !ltstallrum t. 7'11e story. con· 
clu.<tett Mrewfth, tells ot the 
gra<tu.(J.I decli11C ot th i s early 
harnlot. 

By Leslie R. Gruy 
Thomas Daniels purchased half 

an acre In 1834. and James Meelt 
bought a slightly larg~;,T lot.. 
In 1835 W!Uiam Mason bought a ' 
quarter acre on which to build 
h is woolen·mlll. In 1837 Andrew 
McKenzie bought a small lot 
next to David Anderson's tavern, 
but In 1840 sold It to James Tur· 
ville who kept a general store 
there. This WM near the main 
corner ot tho village and was 
aituatcd at the north·east cor· 
ner of lot 16, second range north 
of the lake ro&d, and took In the 
road allowance between Yar· 
m outh and Southwold Townshipe, 
aa the road at this point took a 
different course. In 1887 John 
Meek also purchased & quarter 
acre lot In the village. 

Others with property In or near 
Selborne were: Thomaa Hutch!· 
•on, Wflliam Meek, William Bur­
reu and his . wife Martha, Ado!· 
phus Urlin, Hugh Stevens, Wll· 
liam H. Allworth, William Burn· 
side, Samuel Farr, and William 
For11yth. 

The children of the pioneer 
Captain Joseph Smith all lived 
In t he vicinity. At Joseph's 
death the lots ;.vere divided 
among his children. WilHam 
Smith was the only surviving 
son, but It Is believed that an· 
other son Charles, who prede· 
cea.sed the father, married Louisa 
Zavitz, the daughter of Jesse 
Zavitz and left two children, 
Charles Joseph Smith, and Mary 
Josephine Smith. The Captain's 
daughters were Eliza, who mar­
ried Robert Thompson; Jane, 
wife of James Begg; Sarah, Mrs. 
John W. Wincmute; and Mary, 
wife ot Bryce Thompson. 

Looking at Kettle Creek today 
tt Is difficult to believe that In 
those early days lake boats 
threaded their way through its 
many- windings m an -,:xtcn~lve 
dock at Selbornc, which 11erved 
the various industries of the vill­
age. The river must surely have 
been wider and deeper, and the 
one and a half mile sail from 
Port Stanley must have been de· 
lightlul, with low pleasant fields 
running down to the water's 
edge, and wooded hills of greaty 
beauty almost surrounding this 
fertile valley. 

But all was not beauty at Sel-

\ 

borno. Where a slight odor of 
l!ulphur water is sometimes 
noticed today, there was a sui· 

I p hur spring of some extent . 
. T he Idea of establishing a hoalth 
. epa at Selbotne · wu considered, 

to take advantage of the heal· 
ing powers of these wate_rs. This 
was never developed. Instead It 
may be that the unpleasant sui· 
phur odour may have had some­
thing to do with the Inhabitants 
of tho village moving from thia 
spot , 

James Westland was more in· 
terestcd in the business features 
6f Solborne than in its beauty. 
After striving for about two years 
to eatablisb a general store in 
Morpeth he heard of an oppor­
tunity in Selbor.Jlc, no doubt 
through· his wife's relatives the 
Zavitzes and Minors, whom they 
frequently visited. AlthOUib he 
does not say ~o In his diary, he 
apparently rented a store from 
James Turville, who at an earlier 
date waa described In land 
records as & merchant with 8.n 
acre or so of land near Selborne'a 
main corner. 

• • • 
Westland was closely associat· 

ed with the Turvilles, and his 
first diary giv~:s an account of an 
early tragedy at Selborne. Once 
again his entries are disappoint· 
ingly brief, aa he says only: 

1850-March 21, Fishing to 
Firth's pond; Turville's child died 
·today. March 28, Turvllle's child 
buried; March 26, Vaccinated 
J. T. W. (his two year old son) ; 
March 27, Turville's Richard died. 
Dr. Moore here, J.T. taken sick. 
March 28, Attended funeral, very 
sick, took pills at night; March 
29, Rather better; April 2, J.T. 
died; April •· :1. Turvllle buried. 

• • • 
What a long two weeks o! 

agony ts compressed Into those 
few short words. Thill plague­
the word vaccinated would lndi· 
cate smallpox- wiped out half of 
this family of six within these 
few days. T. ·G. Turville, a great­
grandson of James (the J. Tur­
ville mentioned above), who re· 
sides a short distance north of 
old Selborne, says that family 
tradition blames the plague on 
one of the lake veS!!cls bringing 
the disease Into port. 

Business In Solborno In 1861, 
as shown by census records ln the 
Canadian Archives, Indicates no 
great prosperity, although the 
number of Industries makes It 
appear to have been a thriving 
-vlllo"!fe. Richard Turvllle's mill, 
nearby, valued at £1,000, capable 
of grinding lwenty barrels a day, 
was recorded as making a n an· 
nual profit of £125. Samuel 
Mason's woolen factory of .£2,000 
value produced only .£100 annual· 
ly. John Waddell's dl11tlllery waa 
vacant for want of capital to car· 
ry It on. 

• • • 
Port Stanley in the meantime 

was developing rapidly. Because 
of tho excellent dock facilities 11.t 
the harbor mouth, the Selborne 
docks soon fell into disuse. A 
serious flood in 1855 which 
changed the cour~lll of the river 
may have affected lu navjg~~oblll· 

ty and cut Selborne's shipping 
trade seriously. That Port Stan· 
ley was a major port is shown 
by Its export figure ot :£50,000 
in 184.9. About 1850 Capt. Joseph 
Smith subdivided part of the 
2,200-acre·tract he had purchased 
from Mahlon Burwell In 1822, 
hopefully marking it off into vii· 
lage lots which were divided 
among his children. Part of this 
property was in the village of 
Selborne, but the subdivision was 
given the name of Port Stanley 
North. The South part, from 
the present Warren Street north 
about two blocks, developed In· 
to home sites, but most of the 
property, on both banl<s of the 
river, Is still farm land. Port 
Stanley's natural location was so 
superior to Selborne'll that the 
business section of the latter soon 
disappeared completely. . T h e 
Northern section of Selborne re­
verted to farm land and the 
southern part was 11oon &b· 
sorbed In growing Port Stanley. 

Business In Selborne had sl· 
re&dy started on the down grade 
by the time Westland opened his 
store. In 18~, aa Spring ad· 
vanced, eales did not Improve as 
he had expected. He went out 
looldng for customers and on 
May 9th, recorded, 'Went to bar· 
bor, no encouragement there for 
business.' Much of his time W88 

spent planting vegetables and 
flowers, or fishing for bass In 
the nearby creek. 

TJle vacation trade that came 
to Po.rt Stanley probably passed 
Selborne by, for on July 6th, 
when summer business today · 
would be at Its height, the diary 
l!bows Westland packing to move 
everything to London. On Jul)• 
10th he writes, 'Engaged Cattan· 
ach for one load.' July 11th. 'Left 
Selborne with two loads of goods, 
scorching hot. Arrived In London 
before dark.' July 12th. 'Unloaded 
C's load and left for Selborne 
again with J. Waddell, Slept at 
Turvilles'. 

London proved to be an in· 
hospitable town, !or after he 
had unpacked his goods, put his 
new store In order, and was pre· 
paring to open for business, his 
creditors descended on him and 
forced him Into bankruptcy be­
fore he had a chance to display 
his ware!>. 

His last mention of Selborne 
was In October 18~ when ; he 
returned to dig some of the po· 
tatoes he had hopefully planted 
Jn the Spring. His entries read : 

1850-0ctober 3, Stayed at Mrs. 
Turville's, very kind; Oct. '· 
Started home at ' a.m. Balky 
horse. Got home about 11; Oct. IS, 
Went · to work at Lawson and 
Burgess. 

So ends James WeRtland'a Sel· 
bot·ne venture. No doubt others 
experienced similar discourage· 
ment, for by 1855 the vlllage wM 
practically deserted, and later on, 
ploughed fields replaced the viii· 
age stree~. 



.t'ort St anl ey on the Lap in 1857-

Fruu the 11 -.~levcland Plaindec...ler. ._" 

We h~.:~.vc neve ... baa ao pleas~ nt a Route for travelle.J.S bound io:r r.ontreC:.tl und 
~uebt;c, .::. t. •. at c:t Ic.rcd by Olll s te... er nd Ea ilway fo.c il i ties this se .. son • 

Cleve l und is h i ghly fa.vour eel. in this r espect - 'We have ~ daily opyortun it~ .. 
to take <.... &.ood s tc ... mer for Part StCJ.nley- Tbe Telegraph-Cb..~..)t . •arrow , or the 1ron 
~te ... Le:.~ o\ .... l~··d~ -Capt .J~ollyv~ooo. , leav~n in the l:.te eveninz .. Lou rec...oh.. port 
ot .... n l ey, after e ple~.:~.sc.:nt night ' s rest"tc.tke the L .. &..P . s . R. i:· ., one of the best ·. 
built ~n\.1. :.ost s~.fel~' c onducted. roC. in the country- rid<. ~2 1 il<:s to Lon<.10n , 
bre ... l\f ..... ::.t,th<..n uy lireat /estern to ... amilton- dirmer - thence ~own the mo~t in t ­
tl es.tin- and cJ::c..rl,•ii1L route to l.tantreal . J.he novelty and. 1nteres t \vhlch c.. t · · 
tenJs ti'lis r out c to .. .ont.I:eal ia an a..ttr;.c tiut:l \1hi c.h cannot fail to pay the 
tour is t and buE in e s s I!' an • " 

--t oct . I5 'o ? - 'l'uo ships laden wi tb i ron for. the G-rand. 1'runkR. R· are on their way 
to Jort Stanley~~hc i ron ; ill be~car.r.icd by the L&P . S.R. 

Aue, ~ 20th . 

It 

cl ci t i zen from London visited ~ort and reported that the Pot t s t > 
stur t--u had a well selected variety of (.oods especially iii . Crutbers .~ "i' 

.3ucpension bridge w~s blown D.VJ<.JY • 

\ '0\' ~ 11 All deeds should be r egistered .. 

.;an;o7- -·· -·A Sl all gold key found at the "Gottun Ball at Port .. 

.~:ov/57 :Jy an Act of Pa.r liament , it wa s enact'ed that accounto:J. of any publ ic 
office .or depar t ment , render all accounts in doll~rs and cents a f ter. 
.Jec • 3 Is t , It: b 7 .. 

:Nov; .Yl - ······ ·· -The c:tccess ion of J"no . A. iluc Donald to the Pr im.iershi ... .. 
.. L'eeting here the s me night .. I t does not suy of which party , 

but t hat goes without ::. ying . 
He<...<ted.- - · ··- --

A Triwnpan t Succ ess- Publ ic J..:..eeting -
: r ~Geo .. Will i axJ.s in the Chair . All reaolutions unani1•ously 

c-dap t ed . Cin e motion wc....s moved by .:>amuel Pr·ice Zsq . and it was 
eeconded by Jno . H-. David-arel.sonllaq . 

lfarcb/58- - · i:. ome one entered. and desec.rc..ted the Anglic<-1.n and .!.loman Catholic 
churches. i;..nd also destroyed a gr~ve -stone ~ Gi tizens met at 
:Ure._.Jer ' s J.aver.n • .Ur . n..,.niel wu.s in. the chair and the audienc e was 
t d.dr esscd by l1l.I' Sam. Pr ic e , Rev .. Jus . J.:J.ockr idge and others . · A 
~ubscript~on ~:; o~en(d ~nd 100 dollars raised . It ~as moved by 
J r . Jas . Br.1ody and seconded by .ttobt . Thomson that "~he Dispate h 11 

publish the proceedings in its weekly i ssue . 

lifay ~0/58 · ... here was C~. d i scussion in !>arl iament to rake Ottawt t he s eat of 
Government insteud of ~eetinb a l ternately at ~oronto and ~uebec . 

Here is a list of let t ers listed , "'not c lled 
See if any cf your relatives ~re aFun~ them . 

:f'or~~' -Mr. ._ Sam.Price,Pos t J. a s ter . 

"'-eereur .t..awrcnce ... edley T.W. 
nc .l:'terson Hugh ~ cCallum. L. 

Lc Cane ...:.lli.~ebeth --c . Kerr .Alex 
Pa1·1~er Vfm . H .. (probably ut .Jexter . ) 
Percival G~a . Perki ns J"as .. 
Ros.ky ~1eanv..cl ~~obb hiss·. 
St~ e.l .l..r.s . Alex oimpson Irwi n . • 

1'ee t zel JJav'i d 
":c:.kl ey Wm . 
A!: c.l in vapt Jno . 
-'-'l a d don \1m.. 
Clcne lartha 
C;,. mpbell J oe 
Darn Cuthern 

Waite Robt . 
Williams Hiram 
s~11en Geo . 
.Daker Capt . Geo . 
Ga:rcy J no . 
Decine Prosper 
l>ea.vidson Gbas . 

J, i l ls Jas . 
c_ l!ullen lA ... 

~ c .E'arl ine C~pt .. 
Parker Watson 
\OSS Wm . 

.\C i d • Wm . 
... ha ir Rev .. Sa.m. 

~fils on Jas • .rr . 
.LO unr .De.. Vid 
At kin s on .~o.r . 
l]r ane J"ounn a 
vc.. t t i llc.. J oe 
~)Ue s Pet er 
.l!!lmore Henry 

~rts .aenry Jranc o b '· ~·s . Br l. d[e t F1·t 1 """"' _ :r:.f ear l r s j:t i de; it 
THe BuRNING OP THe PARLIAMENT B UILDJNOS AT M o NTREAL Glova r .I.:r . 

/ 

..,..... 



Places of Business on 

Joseph .St .-Colborne St . and Bridge St . 

No t e - use the Map and you will see the numbers corresponding 
to those g iven below. 

I - Built by E .~r.mitinger in 1842-
a - Jno Price 

2 -

b -Wade&l!o.ore 
c - .rlalph Ph ilps 
d- Henry Ark.ell 
eJ ~s. .Findlay 
f - '~ . O. PolJ ock 
g- lna.Mc ... Parlance 

h -Chas .Ead 
i -W .. M .. Berry 
j - W .. Wheaton- - who moved t h e building a c ross the streEtt. 

:: . a.e~oot and Shoe Store -J . A.Wes t 
b - Duncan Cameron 
c -Harness Shop -Ge e . Allen 

3-

4 -

3.- Chas .'Eaa · '•• 
b -T .. Golding 
c -Geo .~mery-Baker 
d. - Harley Taylor -Baker(Fat her of Selborne Taylor) 
e -Wherr y& Bell( ~~. Be ll) 

a -Hope&Hodge 
b -A._E . Hodge 
c -Eo.n Isaac Buchan~'\. 
d - J as. •. E'indlay 
e - Wm Page 
f -Wm . 'I'homas 

g- Wal ter ll~i tchell 
h - Joe Burke 
N • Nt,.... ';S. ..... r. 'u..) 

0 

5- \. Gen eral Store - John Findla y - down - -L .. O .. L .. Lodge - up stai1:s 
6 -Built in 1852-

a -Jas . McPherson 
b - J a s . Jac kson 

. c - lienry Arkell 
t ire - swept in 188 7 - Rebuilt 

a -Moore & May \ 
b - Wm . Berry ' · 'J~t."' .\ 
c Bert Day 
d.-Walter Mi t chell 
e - F . R. Dale 

f - R. Roush ~ w,,., \.' 
7- Used as an office fo~ the r esident Doctor -burned and m 

rebuilt far Dr . Leach by Andrew Hepburn . 
Loc ~ke ' s 

8 -
Philip Virgus - Shoemaker and across t he stree t jus t 
nor th of Mrs .L . Moore ' s was another shoemaker - Jas Fitzgerald . 

9 -
General Store ­

a - Sam.Pric e 
b - Jno . Price (now Garded. Inn) -

IO -Harness Shop-Ma thew Berry(First husband of l!.r s . And.rew 
Hepburn) . 

11- Webb ' & Doyle - burned - east of Community Hail 
I 2 - veneral Stpre- Benj . Lloyd- then Richard Byrnes fo r hotel 

Hotel -l,.rs .l.aylor - called Cornmercial House - no'N lur . Burke ' s . 
Mr .Lilly was a tailor , also Mr . Hector .Ros s - t hen :Mr .W. Be l l 



illO :3USTh:.t!iJG SECTIQNS U? TJ·lli VILIJ\.GE· 

Up to l85b ,_ t ... r..::rc \.l. re two ousinc:.ss ::>.e.ctions irJ th~.- vi.llo.be.~n<:.:..L.ely Sel.ba:r.ne 
<.J.t tr~e n<..u.tu. ~~- t.lu.uth ._t the foot c...:f. .a.in.E. St . 3uJL8 of th(_ pl4ce:;. of. Bu.Eihe::s 
in the lattc.. ccctiun l.. t. _ " b.u.ilt un _pilc....s , uvcr.:. tL~.- ~.tL.tl."..t. .. 

·o\. thc a e two s.cctio.n:; , v1l icb. ~.u. ... <...oLom1 up sic.c. by ~id..c, 
t hrcug.Q. t he yc .1 •~ Jis ..... ,;_J_)e~ r-3u JJ.tt t Sc.k!ne ti1 L , : if 'JY the n~!1• f -'at e .. 
:h-= t.:r.:-i l..: ~!.. ..... h. c.._. ~"~fl:.J l~atro., _..;_ nu.ch o·f ..:>e lJo:rne ~-nJ. disa.Jtraus fire 
.... t th€.. .·:~.t-:.1 ..:_ .... , ~ S"!.~:Jt ...J.t: .... YJ t~~~t )OJ:tion , .. ,n~u..t th.;. s .. -1e t::.L.e .. 

.... ~.-r.c is. a. liat of the fir .J doinl bu.;::ine3e o.nd the sort of 
bu.sine:39 c rrie en t 

~ry ;roods. 
J .. t -:· 1.. !'\,<..J.: u.~ l<i<:..i"C~::. St . 

- . Q l )'-' ' 4od.~e"" vQ . 

, roc~ry 
..)l.itish ~o1:t:1 h·c: 
-ine brick store 

· :J..::~ ::to·t ·-
t .Bu.tch0r . .)-r,r'll 
1SltJ.Ub"lt ~-·· ... ::,~;se 

w~rehcn'J.:! 
~h.:::: (, '·10 us d 

-J:~a'Sfl. ..l.}roa .. 
L;an . o.tel - o~~ ..... 

' ' lt v ·1 .. r .. v -.11.Ur''l o.n 
' ' 

-~ r ..... cY.~er son 

-.1 r .. •' Y' ..... 5::.:. t t 
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Joy was Wl<:onlined In the Victorian era. when tlte L & P. S. gave London its fiNit iron link to Lake Erie. PlcnlO!I were many and 
weU attended attd then, as now, the road oouldn't always provide enough aeoommodation. Thls rare print, tho t>roperty of Lome 
Hartsell, L. & P . S. a ccountant, d epicts a. tyllical day at the lakeside - probably an Irish picnic. The unlmown artlst has caught the 
s t>i rit oJ uuinhlbited r evelry which a t tended what m ust Ju~ve been quite an outing. As can be seen above, folks clambered all over the 
tops of cars and helped their girl friends in th rouglt tl>o windows. Obviously t h ere is n 't en ough room for e verybO<J.7, but the r evelers on 
t he r ight don't 11eem to care. Note the dash ing young clln.p, a t upper right, h oi11ting a magnum of chtunpagne to his tips, \vlillo all about 
mill hia companions on IJltJasure bent. As no tod l.n tho acoompanying a.rtlcte, l>i<:nickert~ in those days took "basket. of viands" and 

at>p&rently left carea far behind. 

--------------~---------------------------------
CANADA'S FIRST T YPE OF RAILff/ A Y TR AI N 

THE forerunner of tbe modern t ra!u wi th its a ll-steel c;oa<•hes and luxm·ious r1·tlln•·s \vas tl11· · 'l ' r t · . · a . · " s IH'IllH 1ve means • o 1ansportat1ou. etween t.he eng~ne and the "coaches' were lbe ca1· piled higl · h . ·1 • 1 ·. d 
that carrying the two tanks of water. 1 

Wll <.OI < \\OO< .1n 

-----·---- -

Vi/HEN m ll roading on the Amerlc;ao continent was in Its Infancy, wood 
burner~> like the "Noah Vlybard'' waG an early Mohawk & Hudson l 

locomotive. designed und built by David :\Iathew In 1840. 'l'he engine be· 
came No. ll wben it was rebuill at Schenecta.dy in 1853. Rebuil t, it had 
t~lxteeu by twenty-lnc.:h cylinde rs and slxty·slx inch drive wheels and 
weighed t wenty·six and on e·half tons. 'l'he 'c.:nrlous ronn of s moke s tac lc 
in slightly a ltered form waG retained on the rebuilt engine. 



note-

- I :.:BE TALK OF 1'.HE TOWN/ -

I A RAILROADi 

You can well imag i ne. it V'las the talk o.f. the tow.n , when inl853 1 it vms an­
nouncec.l that e .. meetin& wo.uld be held. to dis. cuss. the "Bu.ilding of a 
Rail:road"from l..ondan down to t he. Port .. . 

The mee ting was he~d. in ~ort ton a ~ d~y you c an easily remember , 
Saint Valentine 's. Day, r853 .. .At this meeting "" resolution wa s passed in 
favour c"" the pro j,ec.t .. J. t VJi.i.13 &rgued that imports and expor.ts could be 
~ ar:ci.eC. in l..esa time,passengers. co.uld be t aken in ct.nd cut wit~ gre:o, t er 
com.f·ort , ana ::.s wood w~ ::tb.ecomin~ scarce - n d eXlJ ensive,co;;..l could be • 
broufi ht in from across t he lake by b. line of s. t eamers .This co 1l could be 
usecl-for the m.akin c· of , as aa well "'~s. being us ed for fuel .. A cold day in 
Feb wary and the ,pruspec t of being c ;..,rr ied to _.on don in com£ crt ,would 
surely g ive weight to the resulution,Don't you thin k so~ 

Leetings h ..... d previously been hel d. in St .. Thom:J.s .... n d LonC:on ,ana 
r. re tt d:ncour ~.e: ement h a d been g iv.en to t he s.chem.e~t .Thom:.c:s passe<~ ' by- 11!1/W 
to t _ ke stock in the ventur e .. It was. on h"ay the 21st of th e same ye "'r~ . ' 
IE'53 ,wh en tte Legial ative As.sembly mee tin{'( in the city of ~uebec , g C~.~e 
s , n ::ti on to the Lo.ndon &Port ~tan l e y .1.\a ill O<.' ~ Bill ,_s.o you _see no time 
had been lost b y the progress~·v;e promote1s .. n the s aroe d ... y,the Stock ~ .. 
boo lc.s were opened at v .::.rious places in London,in St .. Thoma.s ;;, nd <.. t t he 
offic e of D .. H. Hal e of t l1e .t'ort ~ ~:!he me h in churge were au thour ized to :Et'e­
oeivc sub scrip ti ons. and to offer ten% on Capi t~l stock ... 

On Junei3tb/53, the stoc k. books wer e a[;ain opened ~nd sub!.-,_: __ ' 
scrip tions Eo.licited-,_and on Sept. :)2nd. .. , th.e first meetinc a.f the Stoc khol d ­
ers wc s held and Direc to.:r.s. appoin t ed .. W. D •. Hale ._nd 8 i;:..muel Pric e v· ere chaE-
"-r. fr or.1 l?or t •. .vurin, the wint e r of ~854,. ther e were 18 50 tons of irm 
3 to r ed in . .,t eb ec for s.f1ipmen t in tbe follow in {, S.pr ing ,.to be used in the 
new v entur e •.. Some of the fr ee s ton e fro m Kin t; s. ton ' !- e brouLht in ,.also .. . , he 
c ontr ctorz wer t I eerson,Gas e ~ Uo . and t h e chief eng ineer WL S R ~G .Bene~ 
d iet •. 

, I n August I C J 5,.. t h e- follo winn u.nn ounc e.me.n t a ..:_Jf. e ..... red in the 
pre s s .. "Gen eJ e.l . . nnu""-1 ... eet im: of the. shareholders. of the L .. &.l? .s .n., at the 
office 6f. ~tle Comp .... ny , in London , W~ d ... Sep t .. 5th .. at I2m . -siLned - Chas . 
M8n s c..r r e t .. n 

(Th l s 1nfor lliatf on came fr om !r The St . Thomas We e kl y Dis.p4tch" .~ears 1~5 3- 54 
. n d55} . 

.iter this ·me e ting , it w •. s reported in the C<:cnad i e: n J!'r e e Press 
un d er ,Route c. nd State uf t.h e !~a ilw< y 11 11 The t rack is. n e~.rly comp leted , the 
he~viest cutting uf t h e route beinff t wo mil es fr o~ the Port , where a power ­
f ul steam- sl·ovel c c.:pable of dislodgine· as muc h e .:::.rth t·. s ?5 111en , is working 
thcn·e. A rrile f r om Port ~ t h e creek is a g::. in sp mn ed with CJ. brid _ e which 
has an a rch truss of 60 feet ., J;_ l arge quantity of heavy and c apable irmi 
rails ure n ow lying a t ~crt ~ ~he work must be stopp ed until a loan of 
£ 50,000is r; is e cl to further the wqrk~ 

r ar e men ey w s f :in ully raised and on .Ja t . .July6th/56 , <:... 1 . 

trial trtp wo.s made • .1.'h e :Jirectors '· t t: e ~.ayor of .wenden a n d some guests rr 
made up the p arty ... T~.Le' tra in , ·was made up of ... woo d - burning loc omotive , 
( The i' urr ~~Y /.nderson, ,.named aft e r t h e first L.ayor of :i.,on don wh o ha d been 
so instrm:;e-ntal in t he buiJ.ding of t he ro8.d ,.f1,nd ten c ars . ...·he cars were 
of the o:p er. t ype and we :r.· e trimmed vv i th everc reen boughs to make t hem more 
fast iv e .. .~.he first ca r curried th e Pho enix .cland .. 'l'hey al'rived in St . 1'homas 
. bout IO a .. m .. , where sp e eches were m<~o e by ;,..r .E . :.::rwi t ineer , the he eve of St • 
. 1oma,s 9.rrd others • .~. ater ,.- the tr c-. in with 500 p a sseng ers arrived at the 
.:~ettlc Cree k bri dge(at Selborne) t aking one hour for t h e journey,.so that 
~ues ts mi gJ t s ee the beauty of t tl e c om1 trys ide . 

"'n t he return tri p , .: picnic w.:...s held in 4 field midway· b Et­
t we en St . 1'homa.s :J nd Port Stanl ey where all mad e ready to enjoy thems elves, 
Toasts were given to - '1: }- e Que en, - l 'He She'riff of the County , - J. he Contractarrs. 
( 11~_:3~s r~ ... ~e:nny 4-•. Ph elps )~~o h .,;; d J.i_Qrked wi th suc h ra.p idi t y a nd skill ,- and 
to J.J.r .... Barnard ,-the r es1 aent en gve e r .. 



- / / .. Hl:il J)Rfu\1.,. COl L:S J.HU~/ I -

T.he. London aJ d ..t'ort dtanl ey .dailroad. was "'a.mpl e ted ....... d d ...... ....u ~n a vertisement 
ap.-.Je<kred i.n 11 '.rh.e .3t .,'rha.rnaa Dispatch'r 

~o . erchants & ~orw~rd~rs 

ur Cutlvenience. of freiGht to •and frum J.ondon .. 

:.:? .j .~. --;-lill on t he J;)th .. day of ..:>ept , inst, cor't~ence c - rr y ing 
_pas .ent. er3 ;tnd fraieht .. 
A liiH of 3tc....~.~ ;r ..J fro i .. V\ontr ea.l ,touchin at vgdens')..tr 'hU: vsYie? o 
io:r AJ eric n frei !1t ,~ill "je :'1 Ct;;d U_._Jon the .LH '-· .!:' • ..:> · .!.· . • Haute • 

... ·Uso,<J r n1_ement for connecti''T by stehll1er 1i t L1 .wufL ... lo <oe Cleveland. 

s i r_ n eu ' • .do,.''TtnL-n 
Sup ertendent . 
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!fli,i . 
w N-'Jvli & ?U~ ~ ~A1i.w:. .L 

dAlLWAi -

Ex~ress matter rea•iYed an~ dia~atohed 
to all garta of u.s.A. 
and Canada ~ and W. 

S~. ~homas &gent- Jno.Talbot . 
Connection wi~h Steamer Mowhaw~ . 

After ~h~rs. Sept . 2bth . and ~til f~r~ner notice . 
~rains run by Lonuon time. 

Going SvV~.d 
.L0N.J.)ON--1epar~ 

0 •on don ~ . 00 
6 0 .iiLc J)ou.aall 's 9 . 24. 
a ~ ::)weeney' s . 9.40 
3 1~ 14a~ro~p 's ~ . 60 
~ 15 St . Thomas ar. 10 . 06 

de . 10. 11 
4: 19 Ha:Vt ' s 10 . 21 
2 21 Union I0 . 3I 
~ 24 .Port Stanley 10. 46 

PBrt S~anley de . ~.00 
3 ' .j Union · 3. I 2 
2 6 l:iart's 3.22 
4 ':J St . Thomas ar. ;; .~7 

:3~ .~homas de . 3 . 46 
3 11 J¥lc ~ro~p' s 3.67 
8 I c Sweeney ' s 4. 07 
a IS kc.uo~gall' s 4.I9 
3 24 .Lon d. on 4 .45 

----- ---·-t ----- ----- ----- -------I n an advertis'eeJl.n" ·~he St. '~ilomas .L)ispa~oh",1t · was sta t ed that Mr.Kdgar,the 
oondactor ,was a man of pleasing addres s and a J~dicial p~blic servant. Of 
Kr.Hale,the station master, that he was prompt,energetic and a most saitable 
.aan for the position. 

In A~ril, Itib7, i t wa s r eported to the press ,that t he L. &P.S . R. had done a 
good deal of bu.siness .However,there was ina bility to meet the capital obligations 
of the Comp&.ny, a s t he r oau had cost 40U, 000 dollars i n ~~ess of the es timated 
c o st. ~he ~to oK sa bsorioed amounte~ ~o 220 , 000 do llars b~ 1.ni city of London , 
Middlesex~u , ouu . ~lgin~bO , UUU , ~t . ~homas~ti , 500-private stock- 27 , 000 . 

I n ltiGU, tne r olling s t.ocJL of t,ne company comprised 2 locomotiv es , 3 ~ass­
anger cars und ~ baggage cars, tne f r ei ght cars bei ng of 16 ,000 pounds ca~~ity . 
3~ t t he c ontin~ea d.1 sabili 1.y of 1..no compa.n.1 1.0 moot i t s , obliga t i ona , gave ri se to 
an agi t a t i on t o reorsani ze . ~ne OU.l.come was ,that t he r oad was l eased t o t he Great 
western R·~·for~u years , s~arting ~ar . ,4~n . Iti74 . ini s new management changed t he 
tracks from b I - 2 fee t ~o 4 feet 8 1- 2 s t andards • 

.&Juring 'l.IH~se years ,Port St anl ey was an impo~tant terminal f or t he .North­
ern. Navi gation ~ o.as well a s .. many otner boa~s. 
· l n l tib~,the Grea t Wes1.ern came u.nder t he management of t he 

~rand ~run.k: n. . it . ~hi pping to and f r om £ort Stanley became 
~raotically a t h ing of the past . ~he boat~ of th6Northern 

, Navigation ~o. were sold or withdrawn from the ro~te. 
~he G . ~ . d . t r ied to foroe the City of London t o sell 

t he r oad b~t t he city ref~sed and then the • 1llar Syndicate, 
representing a large American Ooal oo. , became interested and 
~~t ~p~26, 0U0 , 1ntending to manage t he road but l ater decided it 
~as a ba~ barg~in and f or.tet t ed t he money paid. 

On ~ec .l st.IS~~.the L.&P. S. R. came Qnder the oontrol at 
t he Lake ~rie &~etroit River R. rl .,w1th a l ease for 20 years . Tbl 
"~ondon News" , in June I~06 , had this to say,"~he excellent ao­
gommoda tion t he Lake ~rie &.LJetro i t .tti ver H. R.are giving their 

· patrons,allov.s ~pndoners and St . ~homasites,during the heated 
season , to travel to Port,every night and back nex t morning • 



LUlWul.• anct .P\. S~Al-.L.r..:Y .dAIL~rAf 
(continued.) 

~as\ Jear,\ne ~ompany ex~ende~ tu~ir ~racKs ~o ~ne point of tne beach,where 
\ue oa\n no~ses are loca~eQ anQ ~ney refi\~e~ \ne Incline rtailway with cars 
capable of holQing bU persons. I\ is now ~ne wor~ of a few men to transport 
a train load of excursionists to the \OP of the Fraser Hill with little or 
no trouble on tneir part. 

hote-(Ric\ur~ of s\a\ion about I~uu. ~ne Engine is No . 4 of ~ne ~ake Erie & Detu.Lt 
di v e r rl. • J.( • ) 

J!nen t.l'.le .Pere Mar(luet~e rl.u. too.~r over the LaKe Er•ie&Detroi t R. R. and 
v- itb it t11e lease of the Lod.S • .d. ,anQ under the aggreement tne .M . C.!t . was given 
rtmn1ns r.it:;llt.S . between ~t..~nomas anQ .London. 

ln l~lo, the \.inte of lease ex,Pirea.,and by ac-& of Parliameilt , the 01 tyof 
London was given the power \o set up a 0ommiss1on to manage and cont1~o1 the road 
either by s\eam or elecl.ricity . Ao.am .dea.k , then Mayor of London,was inst rwnent 'al 
in bringing about the campaign for ~unioipal owaership and the operation under 
the .t?ublic utili ties -. ~he Uommission was composed of Sir.Adam .dec.klU . . .. . A. ,Phi lip 
.Rococ.k,\•m . Spi~\al , .t.J. • .., • .t'raser A. e . , and u..ayor Graham. 

ln l~15,tnere was a complete rehabilitation of l.he tracks as the L&P. Si 
began a ne~ era as an elec~ric railroaQ. ~ne grounds and parks of the Company 
at Rort Stanley were made mos~ at~raol.ive,tne incl ine was overhauled,a bath house 
was erected,anQ la~er tne large ballroom,.known as "The Pavildlon-Shel ter " ,was 
built. for \ne convenience of tne travelling public . An attractive station waa.a1so 
buill. on ~ne site of ~ne olQ depo~ . 

note - (J!ne L&P. s . rt . is s-&ill running wnder its original Char~er.) ~--~~-

Ra.d•a.l 1 ra.• n 
Por~ 8~a.nley ,On~ .. 



tile grou.no. 
Cha s • .!!~inla.Y , \im. \i o o lla 1. , udo.i e Oatman , 
ria.ri'.Y ~w.uonul.d , :F'ran.K BroV~n. 

On the li!n gi n e · 
Luke Berry and Ben . Ni cnolas • 

• 
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